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Full Council Meeting Minutes 	Monday 13th April 2026, 7.30pm start 
	 
MINUTES 
	Whittle-le-Woods Village Hall, Whittle-le-Woods 

	Attendance 
	Cllr Chris Briscoe                       Cllr Will Yates

	 
	Cllr Steve Fogerty                      Cllr Jamie Halliwell

	 
	Cllr Barbara Higham                 Cllr Dedrah Moss	   

	 
	Cllr Peter Higham                      Cllr Phil Holmes

	 
	Cllr Wendy McDonald 	              

	 
	 	Clerking: N Griffiths 

	Meeting opened at 7.30pm
	


1. Apologises – No Apologises 
Chair welcomed New Cllr Phil Holmes. Cllr Phil Holmes was Co Opted onto the council

Meeting was closed at 7:32pm for a Whittle Le Woods resident to express there concern regarding a planning issue. The Clerk is forwarding the full information regarding the issue onto the local Enforcement Officer.
Meeting re opened at 7:43pm

2. Declarations of interest and dispensation – No Declarations 

3. Minutes of previous Council meetings – February Minutes and March Minutes signed off and approved.
4. Statutory Business 

4.1 Planning - Consider planning report, approve responses and ratify responses made between meetings or to meet deadlines. 

26/00210/PIP – Permission in principle for the construction of up to three dwellings.
Location: Land to the rear of Sibberings Farmhouse Dawson Lane, Whittle le Woods, Chorley, PR6 7DT
Comment – The councillor’s fully Support the resident’s objection



26/00280/FUL – Section 73 application to vary condition 4 (approved plans) of planning permission ref: 25/00325/FUL Erection of external weatherproof enclosure in order to accommodate electrical plant and the installation of 1no. dormer to side (north) roof slope of ducting) in order to alter the design of the enclosure.
Location: Alimentary Solutions Limited, 199 Preston Road, Whittle le Woods, Chorley, PR6 7PS
Comment: Councillors in full agreement

26/00257/FUL – Section 73 application to vary condition 4 (approved plans) of planning permission ref: 25/00167/FUL Erection of 4no. detached Self Build dwelling houses along with associated parking and access (following the demolition of existing stables/equestrian buildings) in order to alter the design of the dwelling at plot 4 .
Location: Croston’s Farm Stables. Lucas Lane, Whittle le Woods, PR6 7DA
Comment: Neighbours to be consulted and materials to be used to be in keeping with the surrounding area.

26/00300/FULHH – Civic offices Union Street, Chorley, PR7 1AL Part two storey part single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing conservatory)
Location: 14 Burghfield Drive, Buckshaw Village, Chorley, PR6 7FN
Comment: Neighbours to be consulted and materials to be used to be in keeping with the surrounding area.

5. Financial items 

5.1 Consider and approve expenditures in the circulated report, and any after the agenda, submitted to the meeting  
Resolved: Council approved payments, Cllr Chris Briscoe explained the payment for Signs and Times Ltd was for the new village signs.

5.2      Reconciliation of Bank to be signed off
Comment – February and March Bank reconciliations signed off.

5.3       VAT
Update – Clerk confirmed Vat had been claimed for 2024-2025     





6.        Clerks Update
6.1      Licence progress update for the land for youth use
Update: Cllr Briscoe explained following the zoom meeting with Bernard Heggarty (Community Partnerships Manger) funding for the youth shelter were being given to the parish to support the project. It was agreed that Whittle Le Woods Parish would continue to take the project to the end, but the funding would be gratefully accepted. Cllr Briscoe drafted a courtesy letter to be distributed to neighbours about the location of the new community shelter. The chair said she would distribute them. Cllr Briscoe explained to the Cllr’s that further funding is available for another project. 
The chair expressed that we complete the youth shelter first before looking at another project.
The Clerk also explained to the Cllr’s that we can not order any materials, or instruct the building of the youth shelter, before we get the licences agreement through. As soon as they come through the Clerk will update Cllr Briscoe.

6.2     Defibrillators updated for March – are all checks up to date?
Resolved – Cllr’s confirmed all checks are complete for all 4 Defibs on Town Lane, St Chad’s, Waterhouse Green and Hillside Cresent.

6.3     Plants around Whittle le Woods
Outcome – All Cllr’s agreed that we use Plantscape again to provide plants for Whittle le Woods. Clerk will confirm order with Plantscape.

6.4     Water Level Logger
Update – The clerk explained to the Cllr’s that the water logger on Waterhouse green was not working. After contacting Acquisition, they explained we needed to replace the Water logger with a 4G logger. This was a costly exchange, but Acquisition have just removed a logger from a Thames water last week and happy to donate this to the parish. The only cost to the parish will be labour and fuel. All Cllr’s agreed to proceed.

6.5        David Hull Memorial Plaque
Update: Clerk Confirmed that Mrs Jayne Hull and family have decided on the wording for the plaque on the bench:
22 06 1961 – 25 02 2026 
For the Pride and Dedication in Maintaining
Whittle le Woods Green Spaces
All Cllr’s agreed.






7. Project Updates from Councillors
Update – Cllr Higham mentioned offering all business’s a free hanging basket on Chorley old Road from the Whittle le Woods Parish. The clerk will contact the business’s and ask them if they would like one free hanging basket. The Clerk will order the hanging baskets with Pole Green Nurseries. Pole Green nurseries will deliver to Whittle le Woods Parish Hall and Cllr Higham and Cllr Mrs Higham will deliver the hanging baskets.
The chair conformed the polo has now been cleaned. Cllr Briscoe explained to the Cllr’s that it will now require some pointing works, a couple of flags need replacing. Cllr Briscoe has approached Matthew Brown to look at the works.
Cllr Fogarty explained he had spoken to Mr Colin Evans regarding an update on the SPIDS, after receiving a call from Mr Colin Evans. Colin Evans explained that Highways had been out to look at the SPIDS, but they require sending away to be fixed. Cllr Fogarty asked the councillors would we be prepared to pay for postage and packaging. Cllr’s asked Cllr Fogarty to ask Colin Evans what the cost would be to do this.
Cllrs did express it is better to move SPID machines around to make them more effective, but as pointed out by the Cllr’s this is a costly exercise. It would cost £500 just to move one.
Cllr Fogarty will continue to work with Mr Colin Evans regarding the SPIDS.
Cllr Fogarty informed the Cllrs he had attended a War memorial meeting with Clayton le Woods. Both Councils agreed to purchase a bench. Cllr Fogarty also expressed the parade area needs extending for services going forward.
Cllr Briscoe would like to put a bench on Town Lane. Cllr Briscoe will forward all the information onto the clerk to provide to Lancashire County Council, for approval.
Cllr Holmes expressed concern regarding safety of Children and parents at his daughter’s local school Whittle le Woods Primary School. Children and parents are expected to wait on the road before the gate is opened to the playground. Children have been known to be stepping into the road causing danger to themselves. Cllr Holmes asked could there be a lolly pop man/lady. Cllrs explained this would not be agreed due to costs. Residents are also concerned regarding safety. The Chair asked Cllr Holmes to put the information together for the clerk and the clerk would forward the email to head of Whittle le Woods Primary school.
Cllr Dedrah confirmed that her key does not work for the gate near the scout hut. 
The chair asked if the clerk could contact the Enforcement Officer at Chorley Council regarding vehicles parked near the Allotment that seem to not have Tax , MOT or Insurance. Cllr Briscoe said he would check the status of the vehicles.






8.     Any Other Business:
8.1    Maintenace and Works around Whittle le Woods
Update – The clerk explained to the Cllrs there had been further interest in the maintenance contract around Whittle le Woods.
The Chair made the Cllrs aware that Dedrah had been approached by residents regarding the state of the verges at the top of Hillside Cresent/ Chorley Old Road Junction, and asked if something could be done by the council. The chair asked if this can be put back on The agenda in May for further discussion.

8.2    Waste Bins
Update – Cllr Yates explained he had been approached for more waste Bins around Writtle le Woods. Cllr Yates said he would ask the residents were they would like them. Cllr Higham concerned we might need to contact the council first, regarding position and funding for this. The Chair confirmed her agreement also.

9.      Matters of Information
Comment – None to report 
10.    Exclusions of Press
It is proposed that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the press and public are excluded from the forthcoming items of business – pursuant to section 1 (2) of the public bodies (Admission to Meetings)Act 1960 and defined in Paragraph1, Part 1 of Schedule 12A to local Government Act 1972.

10.1       HM Courts Claim update
Update: Ongoing with the HM Claims Court

Chair ended meeting at 8:50pm
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